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Press release no. 6/2010

EIMA International 2010: the crisis free edition

Present international economic conditions appear to have left the International Exhibition of Agricultural Machinery untouched ahead of the inauguration of  a record edition for participating industries, exhibition area, foreign delegations arriving and the schedule of events. Unacoma Service Managing Director Guglielmo Gandino speaks of the event as a “policy vector for the integration of agriculture, industry and the environment.” 

The 2010 edition of EIMA International, opening tomorrow in Bologna, is the world exhibition of machinery and equipment for agriculture, the agri-industry and forestry which has become the essential point of reference for farmers, businesspeople and contractors from all parts of the globe. The 25,000 models of machinery and equipment produced by the 1,600 manufacturing industries coming to EIMA International for the exhibition on 105,000 m² net, taking over the entire Bologna Trade Fair Center exhibition area, are the response to the production requirements of all types of agriculture, from the vast acreages of the American cornbelt to specialized Italian and French vineyards, from the fruit and vegetable enterprises in the Mediterranean to Asian rice paddies, Nordic forests and plantations in tropical regions. The technological contents along with the specialized planning commitment pursued by Unacoma Service ensure the global profile for EIMA where one-third of the 1,600 exhibiting industries are arriving from abroad to represent 40 countries. World class status for the event has also been confirmed through efficient cooperation with the Italian Foreign Trade Institute (ICE) for the arrival of as many as 47 foreign delegations from 37 countries and businesspeople from 130 countries who will account for more than one-quarter of the 150,000 businesspeople coming.

Presenting the exhibition at a press conference held this morning in Bologna, Unacoma Service Managing Director Guglielmo Gandino stressed that L’en plein of this 2010 edition is a formidable response to the economic crisis which is still weighing on production sectors and normally penalizes trade fair events to lead to reductions in participation of around 30% on average and even, in some cases, the cancellation of these events. “The winning choice for EIMA,” he went on to say, “lies in further perfecting the exhibition formula and improving the service system for the exhibiting industries to offer them the occasion of a meeting of demand and an extremely rich supply of technologies, dynamic and promising for business but, unfortunately, with about sixty companies left out because of the lack of physical space.”
The organizational format has also made it possible to bring in the sectors of components and bioenergy, with the specialized EIMA Components Salon and EIMA Energy Salon, and open up the multifunctional world with the first edition of EIMA MiA, the salon dedicated to the broad sweep of activities in the rural environment which make up the second pillar European Union agricultural policy. 

Technological innovation remains one of the strong points of EIMA International where the New Technologies award winners and innovative machinery and machinery certified by ENAMA are set up for display in the center of the trade fair Four-Sided Arch area. There is also an EIMA Lab area for agencies and researchers on projects where the AirDrops prototype will be unveiled, a device created through a Unacoma, Caleidos and University of Ferrara project for optimizing the technology of condensing atmospheric humidity for crop irrigation. 

The EIMA schedule, unprecedented in the number of events, covers 65 conferences, seminars and meetings dedicated to businesspeople and focused on technical and policy and economic issues. Among the most significant topics coming up are technologies for generating energy from agricultural raw materials, those on safety planned in cooperation with ENAMA, on innovations in access to credit and those sponsored by Unacoma on the relationship between agriculture and industry for analyses on the structural features of the Italian system and drawing a focus on policy integration lines in the two sectors. 

Noteworthy in the framework of current internationalization processes are the country meetings with presentations on Egypt, India, Brazil and the Sub-Sarhan African nations. 

“Our objective in these years has been not only to amplify the scope of the EIMA event as regards merchandise and size but to make of it the vehicle of a policy for the integration of agriculture, industry and the environment which has great strategic value and is displaying surprising growth prospects,” Gandino explained. Thus the trade fair event seen as an instrument for the global growth of mechanization not only in agriculture but in the maintenance of greenery and earthmoving as well. Presenting the set of Unacoma Service projects, the managing director added, “We must commit ourselves to having a successful trade fair event for each of the sectors so they can be directly present on the market as active and dynamics instruments.”   
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